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DEVICES 

I have applied to the Ministry for access to 

the school to get to our devices and I will 

only be granted access for a certain time 

on a certain day. If you would like to have 

one couriered to you, please email me 

before Thursday 16 April at 5pm. 

 principal@stjosephsdvke.school.nz 

Please note they cannot be delivered or 

collected.  

I remind you that we have a limited 

number of devices and there are several 

other ways of learning for your child/ren 

including the work pack they received, the 

new learning TV channels as well as online. 

Consider setting up a rotation for device 

use.  

We would also ask that our devices are 

treated with care and respect and they will 

need to be returned to school when we 

are re-opened.  

I have already received several requests 

which I have noted.  

EXPECTATIONS 

Our online learning programmes are due to 

start Wednesday 15 April via Seesaw or 

Google Classroom. Please be rest assured 

that you (child or parent) are not under any 

pressure to complete these tasks. It is your 

family’s individual choice about what you 

do or don’t do. Complete as little or as 

much as you like. 

This is not home school in the true sense of 

the word but are programmes designed as 

an opportunity, if you choose, to continue 

some learning experiences associated with 

our school programmes.  

The most important thing is that whatever 

routines families have established, and 

whatever works to keep your well-being 

intact, continues. 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL DANNEVIRKE 
14 April 2020      Term 2      Week 1 

PRINCIPAL’S NOTE 

Tena koutou katoa 

Happy Easter everyone! 

I am hoping you are all safe and well and 

coping in your bubbles. It is certainly a different 

time for us all and everyone is reacting 

differently to the challenging situations we find 

ourselves in. 

Teaching and learning for the start of term 2 is 

going to be very different to what we have seen 

before and we are all finding our way. We have 

been working during the holidays to put a plan 

in action to support you all as the term 

progresses.  

Hopefully many of your questions will be 

answered in this newsletter.  

We are being guided by the Ministry of 

Education with regular bulletins containing 

information, procedures and processes. As you 

can imagine there is an awful lot of information 

to process and things are not always as simple 

as they once were so please bear with us. Not 

all sources of information are accurate and 

reliable, and we need to make sure information 

we share is accurate. See below. 

My greatest concern currently is for the 

wellbeing of our children, families and our staff.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you need 

any information or would just like to chat. I have 

set myself up a workspace at home which 

makes it seem a bit more like work. I am, 

however, missing the faces at my window! 

 
 
Email – principal@stjosephsdvke.school.nz 

Phone – 027 324 7459 

 

Mā te Atua koutou e manaaki 

 i ngā wā katoa 

May God always  

bless you. 

Megan 

 

https://sthosephsdvke-my.sharepoint.com/personal/principal_stjosephsdvke_school_nz/Documents/principal@stjosephsdvke.school.nz
mailto:principal@stjosephsdvke.school.nz
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Please be aware that you will not have the 

internet safety systems at home that we do 

at school. Make sure you are aware of 

websites and their content prior to letting 

children on. For additional assistance see 

the Netsafe website. 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/ 

COMMUNICATION 

SHARING 

I would love to be able to share some of the 

home learning activities that you have 

been up to in your bubble. It is a great way 

to share ideas. Feel free to email photos to 

me for our Facebook page.  

All communication from the office will now 

be via email and Skool Loop, our school 

app. Please, please, please download the 

app onto your phone and check those 

emails.  

Teachers have set up Seesaw for the classes 

and this will be communicating with you 

through this means also. You will also 

receive a phone call catch up in the near 

future, if you haven’t already, to discuss any 

issues or concerns and to just touch base. 

Teacher emails are 

rae@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

sarah@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

toni@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

rosie@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

kerry@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

helen@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

rachel@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

Sheryl is available via the office email. 

admin@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please ensure you join the classes and groups 

that you child/ren are in. If you have any 

queries don’t hesitate to contact me.   

All teaching staff will be available via email 

or through Seesaw for questions during this 

home learning period.  Should you require 

a phone call, please say so in your email. 

Please keep in mind staff are also working 

from home and the majority have children 

at home also. Contact should only be 

made through the methods above and 

during working hours.  

We will continue to be planning for learning 

for term 2 should it be online or back at 

school.  

We will be meeting twice a week, via 

Zoom, to discuss issues and successes and 

continue with our own professional 

learning. Teachers will also be meeting in 

their teams.  

AVAILABILITY OF STAFF 

ONLINE LEARNING 

The Ministry of Education have launched a 

website for supporting learning at home 

(just go to the Resources section if you 

require additional material). 

https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/ 

 

There are also several links on our school 

website which are useful to support 

learning. Your children may already be 

familiar with some from use in the 

classroom.  

https://stjosephsdvke.school.nz/what-is-e-

learning/our-learning/ 

 

Home Learning TV starts tomorrow 

Wednesday 15 April on channel 2+1, On 

Demand and Sky Channel 502 

I have put an overview on our Facebook 

page for tomorrow. More information can 

be found through the Learning from Home 

website. 
 

 

INTERNET SAFETY 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/
mailto:rae@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:sarah@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:toni@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:rosie@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:kerry@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:helen@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:rachel@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
mailto:admin@stjosephsdvke.school.co.nz
https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/
https://stjosephsdvke.school.nz/what-is-e-learning/our-learning/
https://stjosephsdvke.school.nz/what-is-e-learning/our-learning/
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Charlie G, 

Niya, Evelyn, 

Anaya, 

Raynor, 

Sasha, Amy, 

Addy and 

Saphire. 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

The five main points from the latest 

information from the Ministry of Education 

are: 

1. No decision has been made yet about 

when schools will reopen. This decision will 

be made based on data about the spread 

of Covid-19 and how we are going in 

stamping it out. It is unlikely that a decision 

will be made before 20 April. 

2. The very earliest schools would open 

would be 29 April. And this would likely only 

be for SOME students, not all. 

3. The Ministry (and us) are preparing for 

several possible scenarios - opening only for 

staff, opening for essential workers' 

children, opening in shifts so that children 

can stay 2m apart, opening for just senior 

students, a combination of distance and 

on-site learning, staggered opening, not 

opening for a number of weeks etc. We 

want to be prepared for whatever the 

decision is once the data becomes clear. 

4. There will be ample notice before schools 

open. They will not be closed one day and 

open the next. We will be given ample time 

to ensure that the school has a deep-

clean, that our planning for the term is 

completed and that we put in place any 

H&S regulations. 

5. The Ministry has been VERY clear that we 

will NOT be moving out of Alert Level 4 

early. 

Chris Hipkins is, this week, working on 

guidelines for what Alert Level 3 could look 

like for schools. We look forward to his 

guidance on this matter. 

 

 

INTERNET CONNECTION  

If you currently are not connected to the 

internet at home, you may qualify for 

assistance with Skinny.  

Skinny Jump is flexible prepaid broadband: 

Only $5 for 30GB of data, no contracts or credit 

checks, and the modem comes free of 

charge. Just top up as you go. 

The flexible prepaid top-up system means you 

can get a 30GB plan for only $5; you can then 

renew the plan five times every month. You 

can get up to a maximum of 150GB every 

month (and it will only cost you $25) 

For more information please visit their website. 

 
https://www.skinny.co.nz/jump/home/ 

 

https://www.skinny.co.nz/jump/home/

